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! When Daniel Ellsberg "leaked" the j

Pentagon Papers to the New York ,

Times {he subsequent controversy in-

volved unprecedented actions Dy the

government to supress the news me-

dia. Never before had the government

gone info court to iry to censor -a

.Rewspaper.
" Those of us. who applauded Daniel
Ellsherg's courage harbored some !

misgivings about his leaking classi-
fied documents. Was he a spy? Was he
a criminal? Were the Pentagon
Papers 'stolen classified goods" as
Herb Klein testified? Only the Su-
preme Court could judge, In the case
. of the Times it was ruled it' could
.publish. The government dropped its
case against Ellsberg as a result of
Watergate. : -
. Now comes a book which answers
all our questions: "The Politics of
v~ Lying," by David Wise. This book
should be mandatory reading for all
high school studei:ts. In a well-docu-
mented ahalysis of the history of gov-
- ernment deception from U-2 to Water- :
gate, Wise renioves all our doubts ’ e
‘concerning the Times and Ellsberg.
- We find that no less a personage
than LBJ leaked the same informa-
tion contained in the Pentagon Papers
in his book, '"Vantage Point." We
. learn Kennedy, Eisenhowor. dnd Nix-
on gave top secret information to re-
porters. We come to understand-that
'leaking” classified documents is a
game played by a host of government
officials to shape opinion and create
events. We conclude that the public
has been deceived.
- But wait, has the government
ceased to exercise ifs power against
press and publie? It scems nof. The
s lobbying for Jegislation which
wouid=erove demnocratic legal pro-
cedures that protect individuals and
move,"in the direction of crewn privi-
lege" which is the basis for the Brit-
ish Official Secrets Act:. That should
take care of annoying laws, courts,
Juries and public opinion,
. One wonders if those in the C.LA.
who seck such change realize Ameri-
cans fought a war 200 vears ago to.re- .
move ‘“'crown privilege.'"" Long livae.
free press! Long live the courage
shown by such as Daniel Ellsberg and
the research of David Wise.
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